ISSN 1994-4136 (print) ISSN 1997-3500 (online)

Myrmecological News

Volume 25 October 2017

N\ /

|

Schriftleitung / editors
Florian M. STEINER, Herbert ZETTEL & Birgit C. SCHLICK-STEINER

Fachredakteure / subject editors
Jens DAUBER, Falko P. DRIJFHOUT, Evan ECONOMO, Heike FELDHAAR, Nicholas J. GOTELLI,
Heikki O. HELANTERA, Daniel J.C. KRONAUER, John S. LAPOLLA, Philip J. LESTER,
Timothy A. LINKSVAYER, Alexander S. MIKHEYEV, Ivette PERFECTO, Christian RABELING,
Bernhard RONACHER, Helge SCHLUNS, Chris R. SMITH, Andrew V. SUAREZ

Wissenschaftliche Beratung / editorial advisory board
Barry BOLTON, Jacobus J. BOOMSMA, Alfred BUSCHINGER, Daniel CHERIX, Jacques H.C. DELABIE,
Katsuyuki EGUCHI, Xavier ESPADALER, Bert HOLLDOBLER, Ajay NARENDRA, Zhanna REZNIKOVA,
Michael J. SAMWAYS, Bernhard SEIFERT, Philip S. WARD

Eigentlimer, Herausgeber, Verleger / publisher
© 2017 Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Entomofaunistik
c/o Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, Burgring 7, 1010 Wien, Osterreich (Austria)

olo|e
IR




Myrmecological News 25

50 Vienna, October 2017

Book review

StockaN, J.A.& RoBiNsoN, E.J.H. (Eds.) 2016: Wood ant ecology and

conservation

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, XV + 3@4; ISBN: 9781107048331, Price: £ 59.99

Konrad Fiedler, Department of Botany and Biodiversity
Research, University of Vienna, Rennweg 14, 1030 Vienna,
Austria. E-mail: konrad.fiedler @univie.ac.at

Myrmecol. News 25: 50 (online 30 May 2017)
ISSN 1994-4136 (print), ISSN 1997-3500 (online)
Received 27 April 2017; accepted 1 May 2017

Wood Ant Ecology
and Conservation

Mound building wood ants (gen&®rmica s. str.) for sure
exemplify a pinnacle of social organisation andle€o
gical impact amongst ants in the northern hemispher
They may reach immensely large (super-)colony size:
which can only be tied together by sophisticatedmnse
of communication and nestmate recognition. Wood ant

are highly important predators and provide multipt®-
system functions. At the same time, in many pdrther
distributional range, these fascinating ants adeupres-
sure through anthropogenic influences that letr thabi-
tats deteriorate. Much research has been donesanmd
going worldwide, on wood ants. Yet, the resultsitembe
published in a widely scattered range of outlets|ud-
ing journals that are available to but a narrovdegship.

The last in-depth two-volume monograph on wood ,ants

language, is now largely outdated.

d Edited by Jenni A. Stockan
and Elva ). H. Robinson

CAMBRIDGE

published by Karl GoRwald over 25 years ago in Germ summary for the quick reader. A particular assealbf

chapters is that they provide extensive refereaqeatts

This recent volume draws together 13 chapters proof the literature that are often not so easy tatecin-

vided by 23 co-authors from various biological gfines
and regions. | found this a most welcome additmithe
ant literature. It makes accessible the currerne stthe
art in wood ant research to a broad internationdiemce.
The book starts with an overview of the systemd(iics
cluding an identification key, separately for tredd®arc-
tic and Nearctic species) and distribution of wands. It
continues with chapters on sociobiology, populatiene-
tics, ant community ecology, biotic interactionghwinu-
tualists and ant guests, and the role of mounddng!
ants for ecosystem functioning. Some more appliege
ters on aspects of conservation, monitoring andagen

ment complement this volume. All chapters give an u

to-date introduction into their topics with spediatus on

cluding papers written in languages other than Ehgir
published in less "conspicuous" journals or bodlere,
the specific literature is really done justice,lining pa-
pers that stretch into forestry science and alikeas also

impressed by the good balance between most renent a

more "classical" references in all chapters. Myyaari-
ticism relates to a few figures reproduced in sacmall
size that it is difficult to distinguish symbols.¢e Fig.
3.1. and Fig. 7.5). Also the contrast in some piu@phs
reproduced as half-tone graphics in print limits thfor-
mation value of these illustrations. But these raaly
very minor shortcomings. In summary, this bookoidhée
recommended to any scientist with a specific irgene
wood ants, be it from an academic or a more applare

Formica ants. Each chapter has a conclusions paragrapbpective. Personally, | will benefit a lot from shhew

at its end, which in some way serves as a helgfafts

volume for my own academic teaching.



